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First Official Photo Island X-1 San Antonio , Texas November 2020 

Since our inauguration we have built a strong legacy for fu-

ture generations of Seabees. We express our gratitude to 

NSVA’s 75 years of leading by example. We honor all past, 

present and future Seabees, and always will remember the 

Seventh of December!  

We’re the SEABEES of the Navy “ Bees of the Seven Seas” 

  1 



 

 

 

3 

Convention Index Pages 
 75th Convention Anniversary   25.Tamp Bay Chief Petty Officers Association 

1. Island X-1 San Antonio , Texas  26 Donovan Family and Future Seabee 

2. Convention Index  27.Island X-3 Blairsville , Ga Military Ball 

3. NSVA Officers and Board   28. NMCB14 Alumni Association 

4. Commander Jim Furey Welcome  Letter  29.Island X-9 Jacksonville, FL 

5.  Admiral Korka Bio  30.Asphalt Paving Systems/ Jack Tangen Bio 

6. John and Linda Hillyer   31.Department of Florida 

7. NSVA Past Presidents and Commanders  32.Island X-1 Gulfport , MS 

8. NSVAA Past Presidents  33.Island X-1, Island X-2 Tennessee 

9.  Rev. Richard Hoibraten USN Seabee Chaplain  34.Seabee Historical Foundation 

10. Remember Your Oath  Dan Draime  35.Kansas City Seabee Swarm 

11. Island X-11 Tampa, Florida  36.Inn and Retreat Center Copper Toppe 

12. Island X-23 Crystal River, Florida  37.Angelo and Emma Lombardo Memorial 

13. Elaine and Charlie Coffin  38.Edward Jones  rep. Terry Cutrer 

14.  Salute Seafood and Italian  39.Read a Good Book– Cynthia Winkler 

15.  NSVAA Officers and Board  40.SVAA X-23, Burrell, SVAA X-6 SVAA X-1 

16. NSVAA President Betty Nelson Welcome  41.Formation of National Seabee Veterans of America - A Gathering 

17. Lombardo Dental Equipment and Service  42.Department of New York and Affiliates 

18. Island X-14  Hudson Fall / Salmon Slayer  43.Island X-1 Torrington ,CT 

19. Masquerade  Robert Ochs/ Kent Family  44.Marc Cohen- War Memorabilia– Collector 

20. NMCB 40 Reunion Information  45.Dr. Mark MIghell M.D -  Orthopaedic 

21. State Farm Elvis Gates JR. Agent  46. USAA, Convention Shirt Order Form 

22. Jim Furey National  Commander 47.Ship Store Order Form 

23. Convention Agenda 48.SEABEE SONG 

24. Josh Falcon and Family 49. All Tech Stitching-Official Embroiderer SVA    2 



 

Navy Seabee Veterans of America National Officers 

  Commander: Jim Furey                                           Vice Commander: Doug Bower                    

 

    Treasurer: Jerry Schmuck                                      Secretary: Charlie Coffin 

 

 

TRUSTEES:       

JOHN CUBIT 

JOSEPH MILLETTE 

BURTON MULLOHAN 

DAVID  BUCHANAN 

DISTRICT COMMANDERS  

NORTH-EAST JOHN CUBIT 

SOUTH-EAST JOHN HILLYER,III 

NORTH-CENTRAL ROBERT WOOTEN 

SOUTH-CENTRAL TROY BRANCH 

NORTH-WEST RALPH BEAN 

SOUTH-WEST KENNETH WAR 

 

APPOINTED OFFICERS ELECTED POSITIONS   

STANDING COMMITTEE   

BUDGET  JERRY  SCHMUCK 

CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS: DAVID  BUCHANAN 

CONVENTION COMMITTEE  TIME and PLACE  

CHAIRRPERSON  ELAINE  COFFIN ELECTED / APPOINTED 

MEMBER DOUGLAS  BOWER  VOLUNTEERS 

MEMBER DAVI D BUCHANAN          VOLUNTEERS 

MEMBER CHARLES .COFFIN VOLUNTEERS 

MEMBER JAMES  FUREY                VOLUNTEERS 

MEMBER BETTY  NELSON                VOLUNTEERS 

MEMBER ERNIE  NELSON                 VOLUNTEERS 

MEMBER GERALD  SCHMUCK         VOLUNTEERS 

FINANCE GERALD  SCHMUCK  

INTERNET          JACK  TANGEN  

DEPARTMENT EXECTUTIVE COMMITTEEMEN: 

FLORIDA  GARRY CHITWOOD,  DWIGHT  HAMBORSKY 

ILLINOIS THEODORE  BRODT NO LONGER A DEPT. 

INDIANA  ROBERT WOOTEN  

MASSACHUSETTS  JAMES  PEDONE  

NEW YORK  JOHN  CUBIT  

NORTH CAROLIN  JAMES  HAMPTON  NO LONGER A DEPT 

OHIO  PATRICK LEIHER  
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Key Note Speaker at the NSVA 75th 

Convention 
Rear Admiral John Korka  
Commander, Naval Facilities Engineering Systems Command/ Chief 
of Civil Engineers 
Rear Admiral Korka was born in Rota, Spain and is the son of a mas-
ter chief petty officer.  He received a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engi-
neering from Old Dominion University in 1986 and commissioned an 

ensign through the Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps program.  He holds a Master of Sci-
ence in Civil Engineering from Pennsylvania State University, a Master of Science in National 
Strategy Resources from the National Defense University Industrial College of the Armed 
Forces, and is a graduate of the Executive Advanced Management Program at the Tuck 
School of Business at Dartmouth College. 
Korka’s operational tours include electrical officer, USS Sylvania (AFS-2); company command-
er/OIC Detail Souda Bay, U.S. Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 133; operations 
officer, NMCB 1; and commanding officer, NMCB 4.  He also served as commodore of 31st 
Seabee Readiness Group, the Pacific Fleet Seabees. 
His shore assignments include assistant resident officer in Charge of Construction, Norfolk 
Naval Shipyard; facilities engineering department head, Public Works Center, Guam; military 
construction and energy program officer, Office of Deputy Chief of Naval Operations (Fleet 
Readiness and Logistics); executive assistant to the commander, Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command (NAVFAC) and chief of civil engineers; executive officer, NAVFAC Europe and 
Southwest Asia; and director, maritime headquarters NECC/NECCPAC.  He commanded 
officer in charge of Construction, Bethesda; Naval Facilities Logistics Center, Port Hueneme; 
and NAVFAC Mid-Atlantic. 
Korka is currently serving as commander, Naval Facilities Engineering Systems Command/ 
Chief of Civil Engineers. His previous flag assignments include deputy commander for Facili-
ties and Environment, Navy Installations Command and deputy commander for Facilities and 
Environment, Marine Corps Installations Command; commander, Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command, Pacific and fleet civil engineer/N46, U.S. Pacific Fleet. 
Korka is a registered Professional Engineer in the state of Virginia, a member of the Defense 
Acquisition Corps and qualified as a Seabee Combat Warfare and Surface Warfare 
officer.  His personal decorations include the Legion of Merit (five awards), Bronze Star, Mer-
itorious Service Medal (four awards), and other personal, service, unit and campaign 
awards.  He also received the 1997 Society of American Military Engineers’ Adm. Ben Mo-
reell Medal for his leadership and engineering contributions in support of Operation Joint    

Endeavor while deployed to Bosnia-Herzegovina. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

75TH CONVENTION 

NATIONAL NAVY 

SEABEE VETERANS OF 

AMERICA 

Biloxi, Mississippi 

August 18 – 22, 2021 

 

 
John Hillyer – Southeast District Commander and  

Linda Hillyer  

National Auxiliary Historian/Chaplain 6 



 

1948-49 Howard Potter Illinois 

1949-50 Lee Crowley Michigan 

1950-51 Edward O’Rourke Massachusetts 

1951-52 John Guminski Illinois 

1952-53 J Bert Knille Ohio 

1953-54 Charles Hillhouse Indiana 

1954-55 Don Engel Illinois 

1955-56 Martin Richards Ohio 

1956-57 Norman P. Sercombe Michigan 

1957-58 Clayton Fralic Wisconsin 

1958-59 Max Sherman Illinois 

1959-60  Don Laubenz Ohio 

1960-61 William McKnight Missouri 

1961-62 Tom Reside California 

1962-63 Edward Kipple Illinois 

1963-64 Don Laubenz Ohio 

1964-65 Willis Mitchell California 

1965-66 Ray Gartski Illinois 

1966-67 Willis Mitchell California 

1967-69 Frank Ware Texas 

1970      Title Changed to Commander 

1969-71 Dan Brombaugh Oregon 

1971-73 Elmer Pegorsech Ohio 

1973-74 Cecil Gould Louisiana 

1974-75 James Sullivan Florida 

  

1975-76 Jack Wright Oregon 

1976-77 Dick Grove Texas 

1977-78 Jim Johnstone Michigan 

1978 William Baker Louisiana 

1980-81 Jim Johnstone Michigan 

1981-83 Paul Simcoe Louisiana 

1983-85 James Lindenmeyer Florida 

1985-87 Joe L. Mathews Texas 

1987-88 David Youngs Ohio 

1988-89 John Fletcher Ohio 

1989-90 Donald Clay Florida 

1990-92 Norman Hill New Hampshire 

1992-94 Lenno Johnston Missouri 

1994-96 Paul Sutphin Illinois 

1996-98 Ed Jones Florida 

1998-2000 Jack Brandt New York 

2000-02 Richard Schindler Ohio 

2002-04 Richard Parker Rhode Island 

2004-06 Jim White Florida 

2006-08 Dave Buchanan Florida 

2008-10 Bear Holland North Carolina 

2010-12 Carl Barrett Florida 

2013-14 Jerry Landcastle Arizona 

2014-16 Dave Buchanan Florida 

2016-18 John Hillyer Florida 

2018-21 Jim Furey New York 
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Past National Presidents 1948-1970 

Past National Commanders 1971-2021 



 

1948 Christine Dobbins Ohio 

1949-50 Marie Heimbrook Ohio 

1951 Arith Clark Michigan 

1952 Jane Hoffman Kentucky 

1953 Ellen Schultz Wisconsin 

1954 Jean Handel Illinois 

1955 Lorraine Supitilov Wisconsin 

1956 Magdalene Ade Indiana 

1957 Leona Taylor Ohio 

1958 Rose Sercombe Michigan 

1959 Bess Clayton Wisconsin 

1960-61 Edith McKnight Missouri 

1962 Marie Fish California 

1963 Virginia Kipple Illinois 

1964-65 Ivy Zanier Illinois 

1965-69 Edith McKnight Missouri 

1970-71 Emily Storeng Texas 

1972-73 Lydia Lake Missouri 

1974 Danny Gould Louisiana 

1975-76 Marie Simmons Missouri 

1977-78 Marie Gastfield Illinois 

1979 Maragaret Ocmann Missouri 

 1980 Eileen Wright  Oregon 

1981-82 Danny Gould Louisiana 

1983-84 Barbara Simcoe Louisiana 

1985-86 Marie Gastfield Illinois 

1987-89 Vyvian Davidson Washington 

1990-91 Ruby Tumley Louisiana 

1992-93 Barbara Simcoe Louisiana 

1994 Pinkey Mathews Texas 

1995 Joyce Linder New York 

1996 Lil Confrancesco Florida 

1997-98 Catherine Brandt New York 

1999-2000 Gloria Jones Florida 

2001-2002 Dianne Wendt New York 

2003-04 Kitty Harbinson Florida 

2005-06 Mary Magurno Florida 

2007-10 Dianne Wendt New York 

2011-12 Ann Lyons Florida 

2013-16 Nancy Staples Florida 

2017-21 Betty Nelson Florida 

NSVA Auxiliary Past Presidents 
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A Prayer of Reflection 

 A prayer to remain humble, yet courageous, and to seek God’s Grace and Peace. 

 Lord God as we the people of the United States Navy SeaBee Veterans of America 

prepare for a gathering as a “Bee Hive Swarm“ and convention with family and friends we 

seek Your presence through the Holy Spirit to guide us in remembering the many blessings 

in our lives and the skills we have developed to become the “Can Do” people who serve all 

of the military branches, communities in times of need and the many nations around the 

world. 

 We give You our humble, yet joy filled thanks for aiding us in serving and to never 

forget our commitment to duty, God and Country. 

 In the book of Romans 12:5-9, the scripture reads, that though we are many, we 

form one body using our individual gifts and uniting in service for all. This is the truth of 

how we “Can Do” because we care and serve. 

 In I Peter 4:10-11, the scriptures read, “Each of you should use whatever gift you 

have received to serve others as faithful stewards of God’s grace. 

 There is no perfection in people just opportunity, and I pray that we shall always 

look forward to the future and celebrate the love of God and be the best “Bee’s” and fami-

lies that we can be. 

 In the name of the Father, Son, Holy Spirit, 

Amen 

Rev Richard H. Hoibraten, United States Navy SeaBee’s Chaplain 
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                                               MY BROTHERS and SISTERS  

REMEMBER YOUR OATH   

I, __________________do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the 

Constitution of the United States of America, against all enemies, foreign and domestic, that 

I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same, and that I take this obligation freely,      

without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion, pledging my life, my fortune, and my 

sacred honor. So help me God. 

 Renew your understanding of the principles of American liberty, and how those principles 

are reflected in the Constitution and the Bill of Rights we all swore an oath to defend. 

 May God bless America again! 

CE1 Daniel Draime & Family 
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SVA X-11 Leadership 

CDR Ernie Nelson            

813-376-0500 

VCDR Walt Sauers          

813-505-7415 

TREAS. Bob Marlette      

813-817-7440 

SEC. Dwight Hamborsky   

813-681-5861 

SVA X-11 Auxiliary  

Leadership 

PRES. Betty Nelson    

813-376-3947 

VP  Cinda Huntley  

813-415-9681 

TREAS. Doreen Doe 

727-599-8253 

CHAPLIN Dianne Dukhart                   

813-837-6890 

        Lucky Leven        Tampa Florida 

Meets the Second Wednesday of 

each month @ Tony’s Restaurant  

This new Island coin is available for purchase 

only $10.00 plus $2.00 for shipping. Contact; 

NSVAA President Betty Nelson                

Bettybud2000@aol.com 

Some of what we do: 

Placed 3 Seabee Monuments in National            

Cemetery's  

Support 150 Veterans @ the Jenkins VA Home 

Participated in the “Warrior Walk” Lakeland Fl. 

Maintain the Purple Heart Monument NOSC,  

Volunteered for the “Warrior Games” 

Helped the Marvin Shields, Sea Cadets. 

Hosted both National  & DoFL Conventions 

Publish Monthly Newsletter 

Participated in the Annual Hackney Cemetery 

Cleanup 

Participated with our Float in the                       

Independence Day Parade, Brandon 

Monthly Meetings 
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Happy 75th Convention 

From your National 

Secretary’s 
Charlie and Elaine Coffin 

  NSVA              NSVAA 

                    
National hotline 

203-843-5513 
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.  

Navy Seabee Veterans of America Auxiliary Officers 2019-2021: 

President: Betty Nelson 

Vice-President: Loraine Santos 

Treasurer : Linda Schmuck 

Secretary: Elaine Coffin 

Chaplin/Historian: Linda Hillyer 

Parliamentarian: Carol Parker 

Congratulations on the  

75th Anniversary Convention 

Navy Seabee Veterans of  

America 
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Welcome to the 75th Anniversary Convention for the Navy Seabee Veterans of America here in 

Biloxi,  Mississippi. I hope that you enjoy this area of the Gulf Coast. This convention holds a 

very special spot in the history of the NSVA.  The program will give you just a glimpse of how 

and who came before to lead us today 75 years later.  

The NSVA Auxiliary has also had a wonderful journey.  We too started up the auxiliary in 1948 

and had the first convention in Chicago, Il. The NSVA has assisted with conventions all across 

North America and Hawaii in 1966. Yes we go all over to celebrate Seabees. This gives the 

NSVAA a time to update and revise policies also. We have supported the SMSA ,SHF, provided 

gift cards for conventions and organize the Memorial Service at the conventions. 

The NSVA Auxiliary’s members are made up of relativities of Seabees. The auxiliaries are 

attached to an Island and supports the efforts in the organization. No one is left out in the    

auxiliary there is a membership category for all. If there is no island around you then          

Member at Large is the spot for you. If you just enjoy being around a group of patriotic people 

that enjoy giving back then the Associate member role is for you. The application is on the 

www.nsva.org to join. I hope that you will give the site a look. 

Now I will take a moment to say THANK YOU to the officers and board that has supported me 

as the National President for the last 4 years. Without each of you  I would not have laughed 

hard, talked a lot and most of all have my memories of each of you. All the best to the new 

officers and board. You will  have my support at anytime. Enjoy, you are a hard working group.  

I would be remiss if I left out any part of my family. God has blessed me with the best circle, 

THANK YOU ALL. Your support is never waving with a yes when I ask for help.                               

My rock EQCM Ernest Nelson III thanks for everything.   

I will always be proud to have the opportunity to represent the NSVAA and will continue to do 

so.   

As we all gather to enjoy the camaraderie, stories , time to catch up and reflect it is also a time 

to remember all Past , Present and future Seabees.  

Always all the best, Farewell for now. 

Respectfully,  

Betty Nelson 

National President NSVAA 2017-2021 



 

 

 

 

LOMBARDO DENTAL                           
EQUIPMENT & SERVICE CO.              

Sales & Service of All Dental Equipment 

201-294-4193 / Fax 973-506-7212 

Dan.lombardo1@yahoo.com 

1663 Macopin Road, West Milford, NJ 07480 

New & Used Equipment – Installations, Disconnects  

Office Design and Construction, Relocations 

EMERGENCY REPAIRS 24 HR – 7 DAYS 

Fully Insured 

Visa – Master Card – Discover -  Amex 

U.S. Navy Seabee Veteran 

 

   “HAVE TOOLS                                          WILL TRAVEL” 

 

 

Established 1982 
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Congratulations on the 

  75th   

Anniversary Convention 

From your Brother Bees of 

 

X-14 Hudson Fall New York 

 

Commander Chris Stepano       Vice Commander Les Macura 

 Secretary Bill Haessly             Treasurer Tom VanVranken 
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Thank You All for your service. Also wishing the NSVA a 

Successful 75th  

Navy Seabee  

Veterans  

of America   

Convention  

 

The Kent Family
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NAVY SEABEE VETERANS of  AMERICA, INC. 

Jim Furey 

National Commander 

H. 718-729-2377 

jjseabee@yahoo.com 

C. 718-350-9727 

34-27 34th. Street Astoria, NY 11106 

ONCE A SEABEE ALWAYS A SEABEE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God Bless All Seabees Young and Old 
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Wednesday, August 18 

 2:00 pm  Registration Opens                Horn Island Foyer 

 2:00 pm  Hospitality Suite Opens  Horn Island Ballroom 

 

Thursday, August 19 

 8:30 pm  Registration Opens   Horn Island Foyer 

 9:00 am   NSVA Pre-Convention               Deer Island Ballroom 

 9:00 am   Navy SVAA Pre-Convention Horn Island Ballroom 

 12:00 pm  Hospitality Suite Opens  Horn Island Ballroom  

 

Friday, August 20 

 8:30 am Registration Opens  Horn Island Foyer 

 9:00 am Joint NSVA/NSVAA  

      General Session  Ship Island Ballroom 

 10:00 am NSVA General Session 

      Continued   Ship Island Ballroom 

 10:00 am NSVAA General Session Horn Island Ballroom 

 1:00 pm NSVA Post Convention Ship Island Ballroom 

 1:00 pm NSVAA Post Convention Horn Island Ballroom 

 2:00 pm Hospitality Suite Opens Horn Island Ballroom 

 4:00 pm Practice Memorial Service Ship Island Ballroom 

Saturday, August 21 

 10:00 am Memorial Service  Deer Island Ballroom 

 11:00 am Hospitality Suite Opens Horn Island Ballroom 

 2:00 pm Brick Dedication  (offsite) Heritage Center Gulfport 

 5:30 pm Admiral’s Reception  Ship Island C 

 6:00 pm Dinner Seating               Ship Island Ballroom 

 

*** Please note all times and locations are subject to change and will be posted in the Hospitality 
Suite*** 

    23 

NSVA /Navy SVAA  

75th National Convention 

The Golden Nuggett Biloxi, MS 

Schedule of Events 



 

 

 

Best Wishes for a Successful 

75th    

Navy Seabee  

Veterans of America  

Convention 

 

 

 

 

 

The Falcons 

Josh and Laura 

Brittney and Michael 
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These TBCPOA Challenge coins are still available ,                    

(but the inventory is low) Only $10.00 each. Contact our                        

Treasurer Calvin Simmons                      

   csimmons101@aol.com 

TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, 

GREETING: 

ALL MASTER CHIEF, SENIOR CHIEF AND 

CHIEF PETTY OFFICERS 

ACTIVE DUTY, RESERVE AND RETIRED 

ARE INVITED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF 

THE TAMPA BAY 

CHIEF PETTY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION 

CONTACT DCCM CHUCK PETERMAN, 

USN(RET) – (813) 767-1569 OR 

JCPETERMAN@VERIZON.NET 

FOR DATE, TIME & LOCATION 
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HAPPY 75TH ANNIVERSARY NSVA 
From Derek Christopher, Future Seabee 

Gpa: Derek Donovan, Proud Member of Island X-1 Gulfport Auxiliary 
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Congratulations on the 75th anniversary if the Navy Seabee Veterans of America We the members of the 

NSVA Island X-3 Georgia and Auxiliary want to invite everyone to join is on 5 March 2022 for the annual 

Seabee/All Military Ball to celebrate the 80th birthday of the Navy Seabees. 
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Congratulations 

NAVY SEABEE VETERANS OF AMERICA 

75th  Anniversary 

NATIONAL CONVENTION 

 

            1942 2021  

 

 

 

               ISLAND X - 1           ISLAND X - 2 

               GREENVILLE            MARYVILLE 

      WE BUILD  -   WE FIGHT  -   TENNESSEE CAN DO 

 

 

33 



 

34 



 

Congratulations to the Navy Seabee Veterans of America, 
as you celebrate 75years of dedicated service. 

 
The Kansas City Seabee Swarm, representing 100+ members 
is proud to send a Big "CAN DO" to every Seabee celebrating 
in Biloxi and across the U.S. as we support the mission of the  

Navy Seabee Veterans of America 

The Kansas City Seabee Swarm, as a public Facebook group, consists of members 
with personal affiliations, or service with the United States Navy Seabees. This may 

include Navy Seabee service members either active or veterans, their spouses/
significant others, and Seabee Gold Star families. We welcome all Seabees to join 

the group or to follow us on Facebook. From time to time announcements pertaining 
to meetings, group activities, rules, or items relating to The Swarm will be posted. 

Members are encouraged to share or post comments, pictures, memories, birthdays, 
obituaries, etc. that are Seabee related and of interest to the group. 

Let's grow this group together, share ideas, suggestions and spread the word 
about Our Kansas City Seabee Swarm and Bee active in a positive way to 
our community and to one another. For more information, find us on Face-

book.  
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In Memory of my dad and mom, Angelo and Emma Lombardo 

When I was in grade school, my dad had an excavating company in East Paterson New Jersey. Besides digging founda-

tions and land clearing, he also did asphalt paving for homeowners and businesses. 

My mom’s part was in the home office taking phone calls and chasing paperwork. 

During the summer months I would go to work with dad. It was so great. I would sit on a cushion next to the operator 

seat on his cable D-3. He also had a rubber tire Front-end loader with a backhoe, and an asphalt roller. He trailered his 

equipment pulled by a dual axel dump truck. I loved summers because I got to go with him and ride in and on all this 

equipment. As I got older, he started showing me how to operate the controls. 

As time went on the asphalt part was phased out and dad just had the dump truck. 

When I got to ride with him, he would let me "Shift" the truck. I got to engage the PTO and pull the lever that raised 

and lowered the dump body. For a little kid what could be better? It was great! 

He sold stone and fill dirt and top soil. He hauled out of a rock quarry on top of a mountain in a town called Prospect 

Park. Every Saturday during the year I would go with him to service the dump truck. I watched him and learned how to 

do "Tune ups" repair motors, change oil, grease, fix differentials, air brakes, change U Joints, troubleshoot electrical 

systems, carburetors, everything on the truck. I remember once when he had a Chevy 1957 sedan delivery that he used 

to go back and forth to the quarry in was smoking blue out the back tail pipe. That was the first time I witnessed and 

helped rip out a 6-cylinder motor and do a complete rebuild, rings, "lap" valves in the head and replace bearings on the 

piston rods. By time I was 15, I was driving rock dumps in the quarry and "split shifting" big diesel trucks like Diamond 

Reo and Auto cars. I remember delivering asphalt to a customer one summer day it was so hot in the cab of that F 950. 

It had to be 90^ outside 200 degrees under the hood behind the fire wall in front of the dash, and 300+ degree asphalt 

behind us in the body. I don't know how he endured that during the summers, there was no air-conditioning and no 

power steering! It was uncomfortable but I'm so glad I got to be there and I'd trade a whole lot of tomorrows for one 

more ride with him in that Ford F950. 

All that experience with heavy trucks and equipment growing up qualified me to get into the Seabees! I remember my 

dad being so proud of me when I got in. He also served in the Army and was familiar with the Seabees from his experi-

ence he had while serving on Saipan and Tinian with the Army Signal Corp during WW2. This page is dedicated to the 

loving memory of my dad Angelo and my mom Emma Lombardo. 

Daniel Lombardo EOCN                                                                                                                                                                                          

1969 "A" school Port Hueneme Calif.                                                                                                                                                                  

MCB 6 1969 "A" Company                                                                                                                                                                                     

MCB 40 1969-1972 "A" Company 
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Thank you Terry L. Cutrer, Financial Advisor.                                   

Edward Jones 
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Best wishes to the  

Navy Seabee Veterans of America 

On the occasion of their 

75th National Convention 

Island X-6 Spring Hill, Fl. 

 

 

 

 

 

Eugene Roberts CDR.                                                      

Al Korndoerfer VCDR 

Carl  Baumeister 2nd VCDR 

Arlene Denner          Appointed Secretary 

Gert Korndoerfer      Appointed Treasurer 

 

  

BEST WISHES TO THE 2021 COMMITTEE 

 FOR A GREAT CONVENTION 

FROM ISLAND X-23 AUXILIARY  

CRYSTAL RIVER, FLORIDA 

NANCY STAPLES……PRESIDENT 

NANCY WARD….VICE-PRESIDENT/CHAPLAIN 

LYNN SPANSKI…..SECRETARY 

JEANETTE BARE…..TREASURER 

AND ALL THE MEMBERSHIP 

James Totin, Cat Totin-Burrell and Jeff 

Collins. Uncle Jeff used to work for 

my dad and introduced my parents. 

They served together in ACB2 Little 

Creek  71-74. Daddy served from 61-

84. He was a mechanic.       
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Formation of National Seabee Veterans Association  

A Gathering in Chicago  

When writing of the early days of the original few whom worked and laid the groundwork for the pre-

sent Navy Seabee Veterans of America Organization, there is one name that will always be in our 

hearts and minds. That name belongs to a leader, the late Captain Howard P. Potter, CEC, USN. 

Captain Potter was instrumental in not only bringing the Seabee Veterans together in units called 

chapters to further their fellowship, he envisioned the need for a National Organization that would be 

exclusively for the  WWII Seabee Veteran. In 1948 he called together the men in the Chicago area 

chapters for the purpose of developing a National Organization. They realized the problems and diffi-

culties involved in implementing an organization of National scope would demand considerable time 

and effort: however, they felt the groundwork for a national organization would best be started by or-

ganizing state and local chapters where Seabees and CEC’s could be found within the USA. Then and 

only then would these state and local chapters be welded into a national association. 

The development of a National Association was to follow the generally accepted democratic process 

employed in the United States, that of implementation by Constitutional Convention. This method in-

sured that the resulting organization would represent the will of the majority. 

From these considerations, a National (Constitutional) Convention was called. This convention was 

held at the LaSalle Hotel in Chicago, May  8-10, 1948. Over 100 members and delegates from thir-

teen states were in attendance and a constitution was drawn up, revised and accepted by the conven-

tion. 

From this Constitutional Convention , the date and place were voted upon to hold the Association’s 1st 

Annual National Convention. The attendees chose October 8-10, 1948 at the LaSalle Hotel in Chicago, 

as the 1st site to begin the 75 year history of the Navy Seabee Veterans of America. Hundreds of Sea-

bees and their guests enjoyed the planned programs, along with many other special attendees. 

Vice Admiral Ben Moreell, was among the guest speakers, as was Rear Admiral John J. Manning, CEC, 

USN, Chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks. While addressing the convention, Admiral  Manning 

spoke of plans for a Seabee Reserve to be authorized, trained and ready in case of any future attack. 

Once formed, he said “they (the Reserves) would not be used on any construction project that could 

be performed by union labor, and they would never be used as strikebreakers”. Those that attended 

did a terrific job of laying the foundation for our permanent National Organization. A vast amount of 

practical planning and business was accomplished in a short period of time. The outstanding features 

mentioned again the same shown at the Constitutional Convention held the previous May: enthusiasm, 

loyalty, fellowship and common determination to build a permanent, enduring fraternity. 

The early make-up of our organization set the pattern from which our present day National Organiza-

tion evolved. Although titles may change, the description  and duties remain fairly standard. The 1948 

Constitution/By Laws recommended that units be known as Island X’s, because most Seabees were 

shipped to Islands in the Pacific. Therefore, the term Island X-?  

Thus began the Navy Seabee Veterans of America, built on Enthusiasm, Loyalty, Fellowship and  Com-

mon Determination.                 
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Congratulations to ALL the Navy Seabee Veterans of America 

Members and Auxiliary for achieving 75 years of  

service to our Great Country, numerous  

communities and fellow Americans. 

The Department of New York and its affiliated      

Islands wishes the Navy Seabee Veterans of   

America, a successful Convention and 75th Anniversary               

Celebration, and by many more. Reaching a milestone of this 

magnitude has been achieved through the dedication,               

perseverance and leadership of many Seabees that demonstrated 

the determination that we call the CAN DO Spirit. 

Congratulations to ALL NSVA and NSVAA members 
Island X-2 Huntington, NY                                  Island X-5 Buffalo, NY 

Island X-8 Tonawanda, NY                                 Island X-9 Kingston, NY 

Island X-10 Albany, NY                                       Island X-12 Rochester, NY 

Island X-14 Hudson Falls, NY                             Island X-19 Syracuse, NY 

                             

 

 

 

 

NAVY                                        

SEABEE                                     

VETERANS OF AMERICA 
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Have a Great Convention 
 

 

 
 
 
 

NAVY 
SEABEE 

VETERANS 
OF 

AMERICA, INC. 
 

Can Do 
“Construimus Batuimus” 

With Compassion We Build, 
We Fight For Peace with Freedom 
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I buy WW2 German and Japanese war souvenirs.  I also buy items 
from other nations and conflicts.....helmets, uniforms, insignia, med-
als, equipment, weapons, etc.  I also buy diving helmets, and their as-
sociated gear....pumps, weights, hoses, suits, etc. Have any old Rock n 
Roll Records 1950-1960, I buy those too!  
Remember to be nice to rabbits!    

  
SW3 Marc J. Cohen 
NMCB-1    1980-1983 
 P.O. Box Box 100637 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
33310-0637 USA 
  
Mobile # 954-330-6447 
Home # 954-565-9754 
Panzerfaust1945@comcast.net 
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Best Wishes for a productive and enjoyable 75th Navy Seabee Veterans of America Convention                    

Continue the ‘Can Do” Spirit  

Mark A. Mighell, M.D., is board certified by the American Board of Orthopaedic Surgery, and he serves his 

profession as a national board examiner.  He specializes in the treatment of injuries and disorders of the 

shoulder and elbow, and, having been trained in an American Shoulder and Elbow Surgeons fellowship, he 

now trains three fellows each year.   Additionally, Dr. Mighell treats patients using advanced surgical tech-

niques including elbow arthroscopy, reverse total shoulder replacement, and shoulder reconstruction. 

Prior to joining Florida Orthopaedic Institute in 2001, Dr. Mighell served on active duty in the Department of 

Orthopaedic Surgery at Portsmouth Naval Medical Center for seven years, and as Medical Director for the 

United States Navy during the previous four years receiving a Navy Commendation for duties performed. He 

is an active member of the Orthopaedic Trauma Association and American Shoulder and Elbow Surgeon and 

has received the “Best Doctors In America” award annually since 2007. 

Multi-lingual in English, Spanish, French, Russian, and German, Dr. Mighell has authored dozens of publica-

tions and has delivered numerous poster and oral presentations relating to his medical expertise. His out-

reach activities include acting as Team Physician to the Plant High School athletic departments, as well as 

mentoring college students who are interested in studying medicine. 

Dr. Mighell enjoys spending his free time boating with his wife and three children. He is board-certified by 

the American Board of Orthopaedic Surgery. 

909 N. Dale Mabry Hwy.  Tampa FL 33609   (813) 978-9700  
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NSVA & NSVAA wants to thank USAA for donating the “Goody Bags”  and  towels for this 75th Convention.  

            

   Auto Insurance                Credit Cards 

              Property Insurance               Auto Loans 

              Life Insurance                 Individual Retirement Accounts 

              Checking                          USAA Bank  Accounts     

                                    Mortgages 

  

 

   

                                                                       NSVA SHIPS STORE MANAGER  

5142 Endeavour Ave. Dover Fl. 33527-5881  

813-376-3947  (Attention Betty or Ernie Nelson)   

 CONVENTION SHIRT ORDER FORM  

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO NSVA: Mail form and check  to the above address for processing  

Name ____________________________  Embordered Name for shirt_______________  

Email ___________________________________Phone ___ -   ____-   _________  

Address________________________City______________ State______Zip______ 

Men’s Burgundy Polo Shirt 

S-XL Shirt W/ Convention Patch, SVA patch 

and Embroidered name        $45.00 

American Flag Additional       $5.00 

POW/MIA Patch Additional   $5.00  

S M L XL 2XL  

+$2 

3XL 

+$4 

4XL 

+$6 

FLAG 

+$5 

POW/KIA 

+$5 

SUBTOTAL 

Woman's Burgundy Sport Tek Shirt 

Woman’s cut polo style no pocket   V neck 

S-XL Shirt W/ Convention Patch, SVAA patch 

and Embroidered name        $43.00 

American Flag Additional       $5.00 

POW/MIA Patch Additional   $5.00  

          

INCLUDE $9.00 SHIPPING FOR EACH SHIRT  TOTAL 
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